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Church of the Saviour UMC in Cleveland Heights 

February 4, 2012 

CALLING THE CHURCH TO ACTION - 

Wherever Vitality and Vision Are Present, 

Christ Brings Victory 
 

 The planners of this yearôs academy are excited about the theme, ñCALLING THE CHURCH TO AC-

TION, Wherever Vitality and Vision are Present, Christ Brings Victory.ò  Our keynote speaker, Bishop 

Gregory Palmer, is a powerful preacher and brings energy to any discussion. 

 Four key areas are drivers of vitality in local churches ð 

1.Effective pastoral leadership 

2.Multiple small groups and programs 

3.Mix of traditional and contemporary worship services 

4.Laity who assume leadership roles 

 There will be a potluck lunch after church on February 5 for all who attend and their spouses.  At that 

time weôll talk about how to use what we learned and experienced at the Leadership Academy.  Sharon Spi-

eth and/or Susan Johnson will call attendees with more information on the potluck.  Brochures are available 

on the bulletin board on the entrance level, or you can download the brochure and registration form from the 

District website:  www.ncdistrictumc.org.  For more information regarding the Academy or lunch, check 

with Sharon Spieth (440/933-5926). 

February 22 

7:30 p.m. 

 As we do each year, we shall begin 

the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday 

Service.  This service will include commun-

ion, the opportunity to observe the historic imposition of ashes, and a Lenten 

mediation from Rev. Bill entitled, ñWhy Wait?ò 
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FINANCE MINISTRY 
 I am happy to report that we ended the year 2011 VERY STRONG with a GREAT RE-

SPONSE TO OUR CHALLENGE OF PAYING OFF A PROJECTED December short-fall 

of over $34,000.  While your contributions were very positive, we sadly missed our goal, 

falling about $2,300 short of our needs.  However, we can certainly look to entering 2012 

with positive momentum. 

 Again, THANK YOU for all you have done financially during these difficult financial 

times to support Bay United Methodist Churchôs programs and ministry. 

   Larry Johnson 

   Finance Ministry Chair 

THE CLEVELAND 

ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 

FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 It is still possible to sign up for a 2012 Winter 

Course with The Cleveland Ecumenical Institute 

for Religious Studies.  Check the flyer on the bul-

letin board on the entrance level to see what is 

available. 

BOOK CLUB 

Thursday, February 16 

7 p.m. 

 Our Book Club will resume on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16, and we 

will be discussing 

The Sparrow by 

Maria Doria Rus-

sell.  This book has 

great religious dis-

cussions between 

characters, as well as looking at how church poli-

tics can affect what happens in the lives of people.  

Anyone who wishes to read the book and join in 

the discussion is welcome to attend.  We meet in 

the 4/6 grade classroom on the third floor. 

REFOCUS FOR LENT 
Give up complaining ð focus on gratitude. 

Give up harsh judgments ð think kind thoughts. 

Give up worry ð trust God to provide. 

Give up discouragement ð be full of hope. 

Give up bitterness ð turn to forgiveness. 

Give up hatred ð return good for evil. 

Give up anger ð be more patient. 

Give up pettiness ð become mature. 

Give up jealousy ð pray for trust. 

Give up gossiping ð control your tongue. 

Give up sin ð turn to virtue. 

Give up giving up ð persevere. 

WALKING WITH GOD 

 The essence of the Christian life is knowing 

God and walking with him.  Itôs about sticking 

with him when the sky is blue and also when 

itôs filled with clouds or choked with smoke.  

Itôs about walking with the Lord through thick 

and thin, and pressing on through every heart-

ache and trial that happens to come our way. 
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FROM OUR MAILBAG . . .  

Dear Friends in Mission: 

 Thank you for your generous gift to 

United Methodist Committee on Relief.  

100 percent of your contribution will go 

to Disaster Response, In-

ternational.   

 Because you gave, 

UMCOR is able to ñBe 

Thereò and ñBe Hopeò on 

your behalf. 

  Roland Fernandes 

  General Board 

  of Global Ministries 

JOB SEEKERS 
 Job Seekers is a faith-based community 

group dedicated to promoting the wholeness 

of persons who are in the job search market.  

All persons seeking employment are wel-

come to attend.  The group meets on the first 

and third Monday mornings from 8:30 to 10 

a.m. 

PACK WELL 

 During Lent, as we focus on Christôs journey to the cross, letôs 

also examine the journey of our lives.  The first task when leaving on 

any adventure is packing.  What have you placed in your bag?  Are you 

weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, relation-

ship troubles?  Have you overlooked any important items?  Maybe 

your bag feels too empty for the challenges ahead.  Remember to pack 

mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

 Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, 

even when the road becomes difficult.  So as you prepare for Lent, car-

ry with you the hope made possible by Jesusô sacrifice on our behalf. 

   -Based on the ñJourney to Hopeò sermon series 

ñTo love another person is to see the face of God.ò 

ð Lyrics from Les Miserables 

* * * 

ñFaith is a knowledge within the heart, beyond the reach of proof.ò 

ð Kahlil Gibran 

ñIf we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, 

prosperity would not be so welcome.ò 

         Anne Bradstreet 


